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AGENDA - MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH
APRIL 20, 2009
7:00 PM

PROCLAMATIONS

1. NORWICHBOWLING & ENTERTAINMENT CENTER
2. DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE FOR VICTIMS OF HOLOCAUST

CITIZEN COMMENT
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
PUBLIC HEARING

1. AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING CERTAIN EXEMPTIONS FROM PROPERTY
TAXES FOR FARM MACHINERY AND FARM BUILDINGS PURSUANT
TO CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES SECTION 12-91

2. AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1581 PROVIDING FOR
AN ADDITIONAL TAX EXEMPTION FOR LOW INCOME VETERANS BY
INCREASING THE EXEMPTION FROM $8,0000.00 TO $10,000.00

3. AN ORDINANCE REDEFINING THE CURBSIDE COLLECTION AND
DISPOSAL OF GARBAGE AND RUBBISH AS A GENERAL BENEFIT AND
SETTING FORTH FEES FOR THE ROGERS ROAD TRANSFER STATION

4. AN ORDINANCE REPEALING THE ORDINANCE LEVYING A TAX
APPORTIONED IN $200,000 ANNUAL INSTALLMENTS OVER FIVE
BUDGETS TO FINANCE A $1,000,000 APPROPRIATION TO THE SACHEM
FUND

5. AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 1577 ADOPTED
OCTOBER 15, 2007 CONCERNING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO THE
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND OF THE CITY OF NORWICH

SECOND READING AND ACTION ON ORDINANCES



NEW BUSINESS — RESOLUTIONS

1. Relative to authorizing City Manager Bergren to sign a statement of commitment
authorizing the Uncas Health District to apply for grant funds available through
the Connecticut Association of Directors of Health.

CITIZEN COMMENT

Stmdae B D _

CITY CLERK



PROCLAMATION #1

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the Norwich Bowling and Entertainment Center began when Robert (Bob) Larsen and
Kenneth (Ken) Fontaine purchased the Norwich Ten Pin in August. 2006, and the plans to revitalize
this recreational center were put into motion; and

WHEREAS, in financial commitment was made by Bob & Ken not only to purchase the bowling
center but to also completely renovate it in order to refresh the sport of bowling in the local area as
well a making the center an attractive site to host the PBA and other bowling tournaments; and

WHEREAS, in March, 2007 negotiations with the Professional Bowling Association were successful
in finalizing an agreement bringing a PBA event to Norwich in March 2008 called the Go RVing
Classic; this tournament would conclude with the finals broadcast live on ESPN from the Norwich
Bowling and Entertainment Center; and

WHEREAS, Bob and Ken made a conscious decision to make this a community project involving the
City of Norwich May’s office, Board of Education, Public Works, Norwich Free Academy, the
Chambers’ of Commerce and many local businesses. This decision has lead to what PBA bowlers call
one of the top three ecetns that they attend during the bowling season; and

WHEREAS, in 2009 the City of Norwich’s Semiseptcentennial celebration was incorporated into the
GO Rving Match Play Championship with the Rose of New England being engraved on the
Championship trophy, symbolizing successful partnerships between the Norwich Bowling and
Entertainment Center, the City of Norwich, the Norwich business community, and the citizens of our
great city.

NOW THEREFORE, WE MAYOR BENJAMIN P. LATHROP AND ALDERMAN
JONATHAN J. JACARUSO, CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT PRO TEM, ON BEHALF OF
THE NORWICH CITY COUNCIL AND THE CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF NORWICH, do
hereby recognize and congratulate the Norwich Bowling and Entertainment Center on their
achievements and wish them success in their future endeavors.

Presented this Twentieth Day of April, 2009
The Three Hundred Fiftieth Year of the Founding of the City of Norwich.

Benjamin P. Lathrop Alderman Jonathan J. Jacaruso
Mayor City Council President Pro Tem



PROCLAMATION #2

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the Holocaust was the state-sponsored, systematic persecution and annihilation of European
Jewry by Nazi Germany and its collaborators between 1933 and 1945. Jews were the primary victims —
six million were murdered; Gypsies, the handicapped, and Poles were also targeted for destruction or
decimation for racial, ethnic, or national reasons. Millions more, including homosexuals, Jehovah’s
Witnesses, Soviet prisoners of war and political dissidents, also suffered grievous oppression and death
under Nazi tyranny; and

WHEREAS, the history of the Holocaust offers an opportunity to reflect on the moral responsibilities of
individuals, societies, and governments; and

WHEREAS, we the people of the City of Norwich should always remember the terrible events of the
Holocaust and remain vigilant against hatred, persecution, and tyranny; and

WHEREAS, we the people of the City of Norwich should actively rededicate ourselves to the principles
of individual freedom in a just society; and

WHEREAS, the Days of Remembrance have been set aside for the people of the City of Norwich to
remember the victims of the Holocaust as well as to reflect on the need for respect of all peoples; and

WHEREAS, Pursuant to an Act of Congress (Public Law 96-388, October 7, 1980) the United States
Holocaust Memorial Council designates the Days of Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust to be
Sunday, April 19 through Sunday, April 26, 2009 including the international Day of Remembrance
known as Yom Hashoah, April 21;

NOW THEREFORE, WE MAYOR BENJAMIN P. LATHROP AND ALDERMAN JONATHAN
J. JACARUSO, CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT PRO TEM, ON BEHALF OF THE NORWICH
CITY COUNCIL AND THE CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF NORWICH, do hereby proclaim, the
week of Sunday, April 19 through Sunday, April 26, 2009 as Days of Remembrance in memory of the
victims of the Holocaust, and in honor of the survivors, as well as the rescuers and liberators, and further
proclaim that we, as citizens of The Rose City, should strive to overcome intolerance and indifference
through learning and remembrance.

Dated this Twentieth Day of April, 2009

Benjamin P. Lathrop Alderman Jonathan J. Jacaruso
Mayor Council President Pro Tem



PUBLIC HEARING #1

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING CERTAIN EXEMPTIONS FROM PROPERTY TAXES
FOR FARM MACHINERY AND FARM BUILDINGS PURSUANT TO CONNECTICUT
GENERAL STATUTES SECTION 12-91

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the City of Norwich to promote the preservation of open
space including preservation of the limited number of farms located within the
municipality; and

WHEREAS, the State of Connecticut has authorized municipalities to provide limited
local property tax exemptions for farm machinery held by qualifying farmers and limited
local property tax exemptions for any building used actually and exclusively in farming,
as defined in Connecticut General Statutes Section 1-1, and the providing of such
property tax exemptions will support this policy of the City of Norwich;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
NORWICH, pursuant to the authority of Connecticut General Statutess Section 12-
91(b), that the City of Norwich shall provide an additional exemption from property tax
for all farm machinery qualifying for the exemption provided under the Connecticut
General Statutes Section 12-91(a) to the extent of an additional assessed value of
$100,000.00, any such exemption being subject to the same limitations as the
exemption provided under subsection (a) of Connecticut General Statutes Section 12-
91 and the application and qualification process provided in subsection (d) of
Connecticut General Statutes Section 12-91.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH,
pursuant to the authority of Connecticut General Statutes Section 12-91(c), that the City
of Norwich shall provide an exemption from property tax for any building used actually
and exclusively in farming, as defined in Section 1-1 of the Connecticut General
Statutes the amount of such exemption from the assessed value to be up to but no
more than $100,000.00 with respect to each eligible building. Such exemption shall not
apply to the residence of any such farmer and shall be subject to the application and
qualification process provided in subsection (d) of Connecticut General Statutes Section
12-91.

(Purpose: To provide additional local property tax exemptions for certain farm
machinery and farm buildings through an exemption from the assessed value of the
same as permitted by local option pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes Section 12-
91)

Submitted by Robert Zarnetske



PUBLIC HEARING #2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1581 PROVIDING FOR
AN ADDITIONAL TAX EXEMPTION FOR LOW INCOME VETERANS
BY INCREASING THE EXEMPTION FROM $8,000.00 TO $10,000.00

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH, that Ordinance
No. 1581 adopted April 21, 2008 be and hereby is amended as follows:

Pursuant to the provisions of Connecticut Public Act No. 03-44 any veteran entitled to
an exemption from property tax in accordance with subsection (19) of Connecticut
General Statutes Section 12-81 whose qualifying income does not exceed the
applicable maximum amount as provided under Section 12-81l shall be entitled to an
additional exemption applied to the assessed value of an eligible veteran’'s property in

the amount of eight—thousand—dellars ten thousand dollars effective as of the

assessment year commencing October 1, 2009.

Alderman William Nash



PUBLIC HEARING #3

AN ORDINANCE REDEFINING THE CURBSIDE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF
GARBAGE AND RUBBISH AS A GENERAL BENEFIT AND SETTING FORTH FEES
FOR THE ROGERS ROAD TRANSFER STATION

WHEREAS, Chapter V11, 8§18 (2) lists “The collection and disposal of garbage and rubbish” as
a special benefit; and

WHEREAS, Chapter V11, 818 states that “these special benefits and general benefits may be
redefined from time to time by the city council;” and

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Norwich endeavors to reduce the administrative cost of
billing for services which are used pervasively in the city; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Norwich recognizes the benefit to the residents of the
City of Norwich by changing a refuse collection fee, which is not deductible for purposes of
calculating Federal taxable income for individuals, to a tax-deductible property tax; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCILOF THE CITY OF
NORWICH, that the following activities be and hereby are redefined as general benefits, the
costs of which will be borne by the general tax levy on the Grand List starting with the Grand
List dated October 1, 2008:

1. Curbside pickup of garbage cans, of which the total weight of the can and its contents
shall not exceed 50 pounds, at regular intervals established by the Director of Public
Works.

2. Two bulky waste pickups each year at times established by the Director of Public Works

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH, that
Chapter 9. Article I1. Division 1 of the Code of Ordinances shall be amended as follows:

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY




BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH, that
Chapter 9. Article I1. Division 2 of the Code of Ordinances shall be amended as follows:

DIVISION 2:

Sec. 9-40. Schedule.







The Fees for the Rogers Road Transfer Station are as follows:

_ _ Rate Unit of Measure
Per Trip Fees - Garbage _ _ _
_ Residential $ 151.00 per ton
_ Commercial $ 173.00 per ton
Per Trip Fees - Bulky Waste _ _ _
) Residential $ 151.00 per ton
_ Commercial $ 173.00 per ton
Freon Units _ $ 10.00 each
Recyclable Material Fees _ _ _
Fees shown below are for drop off at the Rogers Road recycling area
Brush (4' lenghth maximum; 4"
_ diameter maximum No charge _
_ Cardboard No charge_ _
Mixed food containers (including
"milk jug"-type plastic, juice
_ cartons & #2 HDPE plastic) No charge_ _
_ Newspaper No charge _
_ White office paper No charge )
_ Scrap metal No charge _
_ Standard tires - Resident $ 2.50 each
_ Oversized tires - Resident $ 5.50 each
_ Standard tires - Commercial $ 3.00 each
_ Qversized tires - Commercial $ 11.00 each
Storage batteries (lead acid,
nickel cadmium, nickel hydride,
_ cell phones, lithium ion) No charge _
Waste Oil/ Antifreeze
_ (Residential Only) No charge )
Leaves No charge

Sec. 9-41. Increase or decrease a

uthorized.

The council may, on or before the fourth Monday of May of each year by resolutlon change the

basic fee schedule for the

Rogers Road Transfer Station and the Backvard SerV|ce as set forth in sectlon 9- 40 hereof by

increasing or decreasing said fees for the ensuing year to reflect any increase or decrease in the
cost of operating such service and to reflect any deficit which may occur in the current fiscal

year.




Transfer station fees will be due at the time of disposal.

Commercial customers will be billed monthly for their use of the transfer station.

The tax collector may apportion the Backyard service fee where the service of any person
commences after July 1 of any vyear.

Backyard service will be discontinued if not paid within 30 days of the due date.

Commercial customers using the Rogers Road Transfer Station, who do not pay their bill within
30 days of the due date will be charged interest at a rate of eighteen percent per annum.




BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH, that
the effective date for the changes enumerated in this ordinance will be July 1, 2009.

City Manager Alan H Bergren



PUBLIC HEARING #4

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING THE ORDINANCE LEVYING
A TAX APPORTIONED IN  $200,000 ANNUAL
INSTALLMENTS OVER FIVE BUDGETS TO FINANCE A
$1,000,000 APPROPRIATION TO THE SACHEM FUND

Whereas the City has adopted an ordinance creating the Sachem Fund to provide funds for
economic development and other purposes within the City of Norwich;

Whereas the Mohegan Tribe of Indians of Connecticut (hereafter “Mohegan Tribe”) and the City
had intended to each contribute $200,000 a year over the next five years to fund the purposes of
the Sachem Fund, such contributions hereafter the “Project”;

Whereas the City has adopted an ordinance appropriating $1 million to the fund apportioned over
five years as a indication of good faith and commitment to the Mohegan Tribe’s own
commitment to the Sachem Fund,

Whereas the Mohegan Tribe and the City in light of current economic conditions have agreed to
reduce the Project, however, upon improving economic conditions to support the Sachem Fund
at such time and manner as shall be mutually agreed,;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH:

Section 1. The appropriation of the City’s share of $1,000,000, approved to be met by a
$200,000 appropriation in the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2007, and $200,000 in each
subsequent fiscal year pursuant to section 7-346 of the Connecticut General Statutes (hereafter
the “Statute™), is hereby repealed.

Section 2. This ordinance shall not affect the validity of the ordinance creating the
Sachem Fund, the operation or procedures of the Fund, nor any appropriations or other amounts
paid to it prior hereto or hereafter.

City Manager Alan H Bergren



Dear

This will serve to confirm that the Mohegan Tribe and the City of Norwich have agreed that in
light of these historically difficult economic times, our mutual decision to annually contribute for
five years $200,000 each to the Sachem Fund to finance economic development and other
valuable endeavors in the City of Norwich cannot now be continued. We both commit, however,
that when the current national difficulties are overcome, we will again cooperate to enable the
good works the Sachem Fund to continue.

As always, we are most appreciative of the cooperation we receive from our fine neighbor, the
City of Norwich.

Very Truly Yours,

Chief




PUBLIC HEARING #5

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 1577 ADOPTED OCTOBER 15, 2007
CONCERNING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND OF
THE CITY OF NORWICH

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH THAT Ordinance No. 1577
which provided as follows:

Section 1.

The Treasurer of the City of Norwich shall, commencing on December 31, 2008,
transfer from the General Fund of the City of Norwich to the Capital Improvement
Fund of the City of Norwich a sum equal to 50 percent of the revenue remitted to
the City of Norwich by the City and Town Clerk from the real estate conveyance
taxes imposed by Connecticut General Statute section 12-494 as amended by
section 40 of Public Act 03-2, and as further amended by section 51 of Public Act
04-216 during the preceding six-month period.

Thereafter, the Treasurer shall on June 30 and December 31 of each year
transfer from the General Fund of the City of Norwich to the Capital Improvement
Fund of the City of Norwich a sum equal to 50 percent of the revenue remitted to
the City by the Town Clerk from said real estate conveyance taxes during the
preceding six-month period.

Section 2.

(a). One quarter of such funds transferred to the Capital Improvement Fund shall
be earmarked and be used solely for the purpose of financing the cost of the
development of Mohegan Park including the cost of making capital improvements
in said pair. No part of said funds shall be expended for the maintenance of said
park, except as concerns environment education programs.

(b). One quarter of such funds transferred to the Capital Improvement Fund shall
be earmarked and be used solely for capital improvements and expansion of
recreational facilities and the arts throughout the City of Norwich as directed by
Resolution of the Norwich City Council.

(c). On half of such funds transferred to the Capital Improvement Fund shall be
earmarked and be used solely for economic development projects or, the
promotion of economic development throughout the City of Norwich as directed
by Resolution of the Norwich City Council.

Section 3. This Ordinance shall take effect July 1, 2008.
be and hereby is repealed in its entirety, this repeal to take effect July 1, 2009.

Purpose: To repeal an ordinance which requires 50 percent of the conveyance tax payments
received by the City of Norwich to be transferred to a capital improvement fund for the purpose
of financing and development of Mohegan Park, for financing of capital improvements and
expansion of recreational facilities and the arts throughout the City, and for financing projects
and developments promoting economic development.

City Manager Alan H. Bergren



RESOLUTION #1

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Health Equity Index (HEI) is a tool that can be used to engage
community members and leaders to address health inequities identified in social,
political, and environmental conditions in Norwich, and

WHEREAS, the Uncas Health District is one of seventeen health departments
throughout the state to apply for funds to support the project, and

WHEREAS, there are funds available through the Connecticut Association of Directors
of Health for the Uncas Health District to utilize the tool and identify innovative
approaches to address the root causes of inequities, and

WHEREAS, the Uncas Health District is eligible to receive up to $150,000 each year
from June 1, 2009 through May 31, 2010, and

WHEREAS, no matching funds will be required from the City of Norwich,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Norwich City Council, that the City
Manager Alan H. Bergren is authorized to sign of statement of commitment authorizing
the Uncas Health District to apply for grant funds available through the Connecticut
Association of Directors of Health.

City Manager Alan H. Bergren
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